Background: Health care workers (HCWs) may increase chance of acquiring hepatitis B (HBV) and hepatitis C (HCV) infections through occupational exposure. Aim of the study: The prevalence of markers for HBV and HCV were studied among HCWs at El-Minia University Hospitals over a 24 months period starting from Jan.2008.
Introduction:
Health care workers (HCWs) are Operating rooms present special challenges in reducing the risk & number of sharp injuries and blood borne pathogen exposure (6) . HCWs in developing countries have to deal with the combination of two important issues that amplify their risk, first, the actual risk of transmission is larger; second, inadequate safety measures (7) .
In the highlight of many recent reports (8) on the endemicity of HCV in the Egyptian population it was of crucial interest to study the prevalence of markers of infection with HBV and HCV among HCWs in El-Minia University hospitals and try to assess the rate of transmission of these two viruses in this potentially high risk group. This study will also identify the main factors involved in increasing the risk of occupational transmission and the reasons of the lack of safety precautions and finally the recommendations in order to reduce these hazards in the future.
Subjects and methods:
The study setting is El-Minia University 
Results:
The demographic characteristics of the health care workers risky to blood borne occupational exposures are shown in table1.The exposed male HCWs were 80 and the exposed females were 100 with a mean age of 38±4years, the registered The incidence of positive cases of HBV marker in physicians ,nurses &technicians was (9.5%) in male exposed physicians and (4.3%) in female exposed physicians (8.7%).
As regard nurses the incidence of cases of positive HBV markers was 7.1% in male exposed nurses and it was 6.5% in female exposed nurses as regard technicians the incidence of HBV markers was 6.7% in exposed female technicians while there was no detected positive male technicians for either HBV or HCV; this makes a total incidence of 7.5% in male exposed HCWs and a total of 6.0% in female exposed HCWs while the total incidence in male controls was 2.6% and in female controls 2.8%.
Anti HCV positivity rate was 1.3% in the male controls and 1.9% in female controls versus 4.8% in male practicing physicians and 4.3% in the female practicing physicians. However Anti HCV positivity rate in practicing nurses was 3.6% in male nurses and 4.8% in female nurses, the total incidence in male exposed HCWs was 3.7% and in female exposed HCWs it was 5% (p<0.05) as shown in table (2). 
Discussion:
This study provides a preliminary report In our study percutaneous occupational injuries was 26.7% and needle puncture These results are similar to that seen in published studies by (Tarantola et al., 2005) and (Talaat et al., 2003) , (16, 17) . In general, 
